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Bishop’s
Vlessage

On the Easter day the Church renews the proclamation made by
the first disciples: “Jesus is risen!"Jesus is risen from the dead! This
message resounds in the Church all over the world, along with the
singing of the Alleluia: Jesus is Lord; the Father has raised him and
he lives forever in our midst. The resurrection of Jesus gives us hope
and joy that death is not the end of life and Jesus has defeated death
and sin through his resurrection. The angel said to the woman: “You
are seeking Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen, he is not
here! These words express the mystery that we celebrate today: Jesus
of Nazareth, the crucified, has resurrected.

Pope Francis speaks to the young people in his Apostolic
Exhortation: Christ is alive! He is our hope ... that | would like to say
to every young Christian are these: Christ is alive and he wants you
to be alive! He is in you, he is with you and he never abandons you.
However far you may wander, he is always there, the Risen One. He
calls you and he waits for you to return to him and start over again.
When you feel you are growing old out of sorrow, resentment or fear,
doubt or failure, he will always be there to restore your strength and
your hope. (Christus Vivit, 1-2)

Jesus after the resurrection greets the women and other disciples:
“Do not be afraid!” (Mt 28:5); “Do not fear” (v. 10). These words
encourage us to open our hearts to receive the message that Jesus is
truly risen and lives amongst us. The faith in the resurrection of Jesus
gives us courage to overcome pain, suffering, setbacks and failures,
difficulties and other challenges.

We must not seek Jesus among the dead, but seek him among the
living. The risen Jesus comes to meet us and we encounter the risen
Christ. This encounter will bring us closer to Him and to the conviction
that he is living today and walks with us. Pope Francis illustrates four
ways to encounter the risen Jesus in our day-today life.
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First, we encounter Jesus in the church that becomes concrete
experience in the Christian community where the Word enlightens
us; the sacraments sanctify us and make us partakers of Christ’s life.

Second is the familiarity with the Bible and in particular the Gospel
which is to be understood as the testimony of those who have met
Jesus and they have communicated their experience in the four
Gospels. The Gospel is fundamental: to be read, studied, meditated,
prayed, lived with the help of the Holy Spirit.

Third, participation in the Holy Eucharist and frequent reception of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Fourth, practice material and spiritual works of mercy that enable
us to perceive the presence of Christ in the poor and the needy
neighbour.

Wish you all the joy and peace of Easter!

Mar Joseph Kodakallil
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MESSAGE OF

HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 2020 WORLD DAY OF
VOCATIONS

(3 May 2020)

x “@Vords of Vocation |

Dear Brothers and Si

dters,
1
On 4 August lastiyear, the 160th anniversary of the death of the
Curé of Ars, | chose to write a letter to all those priests who daily
devote their lives to the service of God's people in response to the
Lord’s call.

On that occasion, | chose four key words - pain, gratitude,
encouragement and praise — as a way of thanking priests and
supporting their ministry. | believe that today, on this 57th World
Day of Prayer for Vocations, those words can be addressed to the
whole people of God, against the backdrop of the Gospel passage
that recounts for us the remarkable experience of Jesus and Peter
during a stormy night on the Sea of Galilee (cf. Mt 14:22-33).

After the multiplication of the loaves, which had astonished the
crowds, Jesus told his disciples to get into the boat and precede him
to the other shore, while he took leave of the people. The image
of the disciples crossing the lake can evoke our own life’s journey.
Indeed, the boat of our lives slowly advances, restlessly looking for
a safe haven and prepared to face the perils and promises of the
sea, yet at the same time trusting that the helmsman will ultimately
keep us on the right course. At times, though, the boat can drift off
course, misled by mirages, not the lighthouse that leads it home,
and be tossed by the tempests of difficulty, doubt and fear.

Something similar takes place in the hearts of those who, called
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to follow the Teacher of Nazareth, have to undertake a crossing and
abandon their own security to become the Lord’s disciples. The
risk involved is real: the night falls, the headwinds howl, the boat is
tossed by the waves, and fear of failure, of not being up to the call,
can threaten to overwhelm them.

The Gospel, however, tells us that in the midst of this challenging
journey we are not alone. Like the first ray of dawn in the heart of
the night, the Lord comes walking on the troubled waters to join
the disciples; he invites Peter to come to him on the waves, saves
him when he sees him sinking and, once in the boat, makes the
winds die down.

The first word of vocation, then, is gratitude. Taking the right
course is not something we do on our own, nor does it depend
solely on the road we choose to travel. How we find fulfilment in
life is more than a decision we make as isolated individuals; above
all else, it is a response to a call from on high. The Lord points out
our destination on the opposite shore and he grants us the courage
to board the boat. In calling us, he becomes our helmsman; he
accompanies and guides us; he prevents us from running aground
on the shoals of indecision and even enables us to walk on surging
waters.

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the Lord
came to meet us, perhaps even at a time when our boat was being
battered by the storm. “Vocation, more than our own choice, is a
response to the Lord’s unmerited call” (Letter to Priests, 4 August
2019). We will succeed in discovering and embracing our vocation
once we open our hearts in gratitude and perceive the passage of
God in our lives.

When the disciples see Jesus walking towards them on the
sea, they first think that he is a ghost and are filled with fear. Jesus
immediately reassures them with words that should constantly
accompany our lives and our vocational journey: “Take heart, it is I;
have no fear” (Mt 14:27).This, then, is the second word | wish to offer
you: encouragement.

What frequently hinders our journey, our growth, our choosing
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the road the Lord is marking out for us, are certain “ghosts” that
trouble our hearts. When we are called to leave safe shores and
embrace a state of life — like marriage, ministerial priesthood,
consecrated life — our first reaction is often from the “ghost of
disbelief”. Surely, this vocation is not for me! Can this really be the
right path? Is the Lord really asking me to do this?

Thosethoughts can keep growing —justifications and calculations
that sap our determination and leave us hesitant and powerless on
the shore where we started. We think we might be wrong, not up to
the challenge, or simply glimpsing a ghost to be exorcized.

The Lord knows that a fundamental life choice - like marriage or
special consecration to his service - calls for courage. He knows the
questions, doubts and difficulties that toss the boat of our heart,
and so he reassures us: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear!” We know
in faith that he is present and comes to meet us, that he is ever at
our side even amid stormy seas. This knowledge sets us free from
that lethargy which | have called “sweet sorrow” (Letter to Priests, 4
August 2019), the interior discouragement that hold us back from
experiencing the beauty of our vocation.

In the Letter to Priests, | also spoke about pain, but here | would
like to translate the word differently, as fatigue. Every vocation
brings with it a responsibility. The Lord calls us because he wants
to enable us, like Peter, to “walk on water”, in other words, to take
charge of our lives and place them at the service of the Gospel, in
the concrete and everyday ways that he shows us, and specifically
in the different forms of lay, priestly and consecrated vocation. Yet,
like Saint Peter, our desire and enthusiasm coexist with our failings
and fears.

If we let ourselves be daunted by the responsibilities that await
us — whether in married life or priestly ministry — or by the hardships
in store for us, then we will soon turn away from the gaze of Jesus
and, like Peter, we will begin to sink. On the other hand, despite our
frailty and poverty, faith enables us to walk towards the Risen Lord
and to weather every storm. Whenever fatigue or fear make us start
to sink, Jesus holds out his hand to us. He gives us the enthusiasm
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we need to live our vocation with joy and fervour.

When Jesus at last boards the boat, the winds die down and
the waves are calmed. Here we have a beautiful image of what the
Lord can do at times of turbulence and tempest in our lives. He stills
those winds, so that the forces of evil, fear and resignation no longer
have power over us.

As we live out our specific vocation, those headwinds can wear us
down. Here | think of all those who have important responsibilities
in civil society, spouses whom | like to refer to — not without reason
—as“courageous’, and in a particular way those who have embraced
the consecrated life or the priesthood. | am conscious of your hard
work, the sense of isolation that can at times weigh upon your
hearts, therisk of falling into a rut that can gradually make the ardent
flame of our vocation die down, the burden of the uncertainty and
insecurity of the times, and worry about the future. Take heart, do
not be afraid! Jesus is at our side, and if we acknowledge him as the
one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out his hand, take hold of us
and save us.

Even amid the storm-tossed waters, then, our lives become open
to praise. This is the last of our vocation words, and it is an invitation
to cultivate the interior disposition of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Grateful that Lord gazed upon her, faithful amid fear and turmoil,
she courageously embraced her vocation and made of her life an
eternal song of praise to the Lord.

Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary
pastoral life of our communities, | ask the Church to continue to
promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the faithful and
enable each of them to discover with gratitude God'’s call in their
lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to overcome all weariness
through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a song of praise for
God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the whole world. May the
Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran,
8 March 2020, the Second Sunday of Lent

Franciscus
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MESSAGE OF

HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FORTHE 35th

WORLD YOUTH DAY2020

V “Young man, | say to you, arise!” (Lk 7:14)

Dear Young Peoplé{

. In October 2018, W\gh the Synod of Bishops on Young People, the
Faith and Vocational Di%ernment, the Church undertook a process of
reflection on your place’in.today’s world, your search for meaning and
purpose in life, and yout'telationship with God. In January 2019, | met
with hundreds of thousands of your contemporaries from throughout
the world assembled in Panama for World Youth Day. Events of this
type - the Synod and World Youth Day — are an expression of a funda-
mental dimension of the Church: the fact that we “journey together”.

In this journey, every time we reach an important milestone, we
are challenged by God and by life to make a new beginning. As young
people, you are experts in this! You like to take trips, to discover new
places and people, and to have new experiences. That is why | have
chosen the city of Lisbon, the capital of Portugal, as the goal of our
next intercontinental pilgrimage, to take place in 2022. From Lisbon, in
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, great numbers of young people,
including many missionaries, set out for unknown lands, to share their
experience of Jesus with other peoples and nations. The theme of the
Lisbon World Youth Day will be: “Mary arose and went with haste” (Lk
1:39). In these two intervening years, | want to reflect with you on two
other biblical texts: for 2020, “Young man, | say to you, arise!” (Lk 7:14)
and for 2021, “Stand up. | appoint you as a witness of what you have
seen” (cf. Acts 26:16).

As you can see, the verb “arise” or “stand up” appears in all three
themes. These words also speak of resurrection, of awakening to new
life. They are words that constantly appear in the Exhortation Christus
Vivit (Christ is Alive!) that | addressed to you following the 2018 Synod
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and that, together with the Final Document, the Church offers you as a
lamp to shed light on your path in life. | sincerely hope that the journey
bringing us to Lisbon will coincide with a great effort on the part of
the entire Church to implement these two documents and to let them
guide the mission of those engaged in the pastoral care of young peo-

ple.

Let us now turn to this year’s theme: “Young man, I say to you, arise!”
(cf. Lk 7:14). | mentioned this verse of the Gospel in Christus Vivit:“If you
have lost your vitality, your dreams, your enthusiasm, your optimism
and your generosity, Jesus stands before you as once he stood before
the dead son of the widow, and with all the power of his resurrection
he urges you:’Young man, | say to you, arise!” (No. 20).

That passage from the Bible tells us how Jesus, upon entering the
town of Nain in Galilee, came upon the funeral procession of a young
person, the only son of a widowed mother. Jesus, struck by the wom-
an’s heartrending grief, miraculously restored her son to life. The mira-
cle took place after a sequence of words and gestures: “When the Lord
saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her,’Do not weep' Then
he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still” (Lk
7:13-14). Let us take a moment to meditate on these words and ges-
tures of the Lord.

The ability to see pain and death

Jesus looks carefully at this funeral procession. In the midst of the
crowd, he makes out the face of a woman in great pain. His ability to
see generates encounter, the source of new life. Few words are needed.

What about my own ability to see? When | look at things, do | look
carefully, or is it more like when | quickly scroll through the thousands
of photos or social profiles on my cell phone? How often do we end
up being eyewitnesses of events without ever experiencing them in
real time! Sometimes our first reaction is to take a picture with our cell
phone, without even bothering to look into the eyes of the persons
involved.

All around us, but at times also within us, we can see realities of
death: physical, spiritual, emotional, social. Do we really notice them,
or simply let them happen to us? Is there anything we can do in order
to restore life?

| think too of all those negative situations that people of your age
are experiencing. Some stake everything on the present moment and
risk their own lives in extreme experiences. Others are “dead” because
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they feel hopeless. One young woman told me: “Among my friends |
see less desire to get involved, less courage to get up” Sadly, depres-
sion is spreading among young people too, and in some cases even
leads to the temptation to take one’s own life. How many situations
are there where apathy reigns, where people plunge into an abyss of
anguish and remorse! How many young people cry out with no one
to hear their plea! Instead, they meet with looks of distraction and in-
difference on the part of people who want to enjoy their own “happy
hour’, without being bothered about anyone or anything else.

Others waste their lives with superficial things, thinking they are
alive while in fact they are dead within (cf. Rev 3:1). At the age of twenty,
they can already be dragging their lives down, instead of raising them
up to the level of their true dignity. Everything is reduced to “living it
up” and seeking a morsel of gratification: a minute of entertainment,
a fleeting moment of attention and affection from others... And what
about the widespread growing digital narcissism that affects young
people and adults alike. All too many people are living this way! Some
of them have perhaps bought into the materialism of those all around
them who are concerned only with making money and taking it easy,
as if these were the sole purpose of life. In the long run, this will in-
evitably lead to unhappiness, apathy and boredom with life, a growing
sense of emptiness and frustration.

Negative situations can also be the result of personal failure, when-
ever something we care about, something we were committed to, no
longer seems to be working or giving the desired results. This can hap-
pen with school or with our ambitions in sports and in the arts... The
end of the “dream” can make us feel dead. But failures are part of the life
of every human being; sometimes they can also end up being a grace!
Not infrequently, something that we thought would bring us happi-
ness proves to be an illusion, an idol. Idols demand everything from us;
they enslave us yet they give us nothing in return. And in the end they
collapse, leaving only a cloud of dust. Failure, if it makes our idols col-
lapse, is a good thing, however much suffering it involves.

There are many other situations of physical or moral death that a
young person may encounter. | think of addiction, crime, poverty or
grave illness. | leave it to you to think about these things and to realize
what has proved “deadly” for yourselves or for someone close to you,
now or in the past. At the same time, | ask you to remember that the
young man in the Gospel was truly dead, but he was able to come back
to life because he was seen by Someone who wanted him to live. The
same thing can also happen to us, today and every day.
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To have compassion

The Scriptures often speak of the feelings experienced by those
who let themselves be touched “viscerally” by the pain of others. Jesus’
own feelings make him share in other people’s lives. He makes their
pain his own. That mother’s grief became his own. The death of that
young son became his own.

As young people, you have shown over and over again that you are
capable of compassion. | think of all those of you who have generously
offered help whenever situations demanded it. No disaster, earthquake
or flood takes place without young volunteers stepping up to offer a
helping hand. The great mobilization of young people concerned
about defending the environment is also a witness to your ability to
hear the cry of the earth.

Dear young people, do not let yourselves be robbed of this sensitiv-
ity! May you always be attentive to the plea of those who are suffering,
and be moved by those who weep and die in today’s world. “Some re-
alities of life are only seen with eyes cleansed by tears” (Christus Vivit,
76). If you can learn to weep with those who are weeping, you will find
true happiness. So many of your contemporaries are disadvantaged
and victims of violence and persecution. Let their wounds become
your own, and you will be bearers of hope in this world. You will be able
to say to your brother or sister: “Arise, you are not alone’, and you will
help them realize that God the Father loves us, that Jesus is the hand he
stretches out to us in order to raise us up.

To come forward and “touch”

Jesus stops the funeral procession. He draws near, he demonstrates
his closeness. Closeness thus turns into a courageous act of restoring
life to another. A prophetic gesture. The touch of Jesus, the living One,
communicates life. It is a touch that pours the Holy Spirit into the dead
body of that young man and brings him back to life.

That touch penetrates all hurt and despair. It is the touch of God
himself, a touch also felt in authentic human love; it is a touch opening
up unimaginable vistas of freedom and fullness of new life. The effec-
tiveness of this gesture of Jesus is incalculable. It reminds us that even
one sign of closeness, simple yet concrete, can awaken forces of resur-
rection.

You too, as young people, are able to draw near to the realities of
pain and death that you encounter. You too can touch them and, like
Jesus, bring new life, thanks to the Holy Spirit. But only if you are first
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touched by his love, if your heart is melted by the experience of his
goodness towards you. If you can feel God’s immense love for every
living creature — especially our brothers and sisters who experience
hunger and thirst, or are sick or naked or imprisoned - then you will be
able to draw near to them as he does. You will be able to touch them as
he does, and to bring his life to those of your friends who are inwardly
dead, who suffer or have lost faith and hope.

“Young man, | say to you, arise!”

The Gospel does not tell us the name of the young man whom Jesus
restored to life in Nain. This invites each reader to identify with him.
To you, to me, to each one of us, Jesus says: “Arise”. We are very aware
that, as Christians, we constantly fall and have to get up again. People
who are not on a journey never fall; then again, neither do they move
forward. That is why we need to accept the help that Jesus gives us
and put our faith in God. The first step is to let ourselves get up and
to realize that the new life Jesus offers us is good and worth living. It
is sustained by one who is ever at our side along our journey to the
future. Jesus helps us to live this life in a dignified and meaningful way.

This life is really a new creation, a new birth, not just a form of psy-
chological conditioning. Perhaps, in times of difficulty, many of you
have heard people repeat those “magic”formulas so fashionable nowa-
days, formulas that are supposed to take care of everything: “You have
to believe in yourself”, “You have to discover your inner resources”,“You
have to become conscious of your positive energy”... But these are
mere words; they do not work for someone who is truly “dead inside”.
Jesus’word has a deeper resonance; it goes infinitely deeper. It is a di-
vine and creative word, which alone can bring the dead to life.

Living the new life as “risen ones”

The Gospel tells us that the young man “began to speak” (Lk 7:15).
Those touched and restored to life by Jesus immediately speak up and
express without hesitation or fear what has happened deep within
them: their personality, desires, needs and dreams. Perhaps they were
never able to do this before, for they thought no one would be able to
understand.

To speak also means to enter into a relationship with others. When
we are “dead’, we remain closed in on ourselves. Our relationships
break up, or become superficial, false and hypocritical. When Jesus re-
stores us to life, he “gives” us to others (cf. v 15).

Today, we are often “connected” but not communicating. The indis-
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criminate use of electronic devices can keep us constantly glued to the
screen. With this Message, | would like to join you, young people, in
calling for a cultural change, based on Jesus’ command to “arise”. In a
culture that makes young people isolated and withdrawn into virtual
worlds, let us spread Jesus’ invitation: “Arise!” He calls us to embrace
a reality that is so much more than virtual. This does not involve re-
jecting technology, but rather using it as a means and not as an end.
“Arise!”is also an invitation to “dream’, to “take a risk’, to be “committed
to changing the world", to rekindle your hopes and aspirations, and to
contemplate the heavens, the stars and the world around you. “Arise
and become what you are!” If this is our message, many young people
will stop looking bored and weary, and let their faces come alive and be
more beautiful than any virtual reality.

If you give life, someone will be there to receive it. As a young wom-
an once said: “Get off your couch when you see something beautiful,
and try and do something similar”. Beauty awakes passion. And if a
young person is passionate about something, or even better, about
someone, he or she will arise and start to do great things. Young people
will rise from the dead, become witnesses to Jesus and devote their
lives to him.

Dear young people, what are your passions and dreams? Give them
free rein and, through them, offer the world, the Church and other
young people something beautiful, whether in the realm of the spirit,
the arts or society. | repeat what | once told you in my mother tongue:
Hagan lio! Make your voices heard! | remember another young person
who said: “If Jesus was someone who was only concerned about him-
self, the son of the widow would not have been raised"

The resurrection of that young man restored him to his mother. In
that woman, we can see an image of Mary, our Mother, to whom we
entrust all the young people of our world. In her, we can also recog-
nize the Church, who wants to welcome with tender love each young
person, without exception. So let us implore Mary’s intercession for the
Church, that she may always be a mother for her dead children, weep-
ing for them and asking that they be restored to life. In every one of
her children who dies, the Church also dies, and in every one of her
children who arises, the Church also arises.

| bless your journey. And | ask you, please, not to forget to pray for me.

Rome, from Saint John Lateran,
11 February 2020, Memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes

FRANCISCUS
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF INDIA

XXXIV PLENARY ASSEMBLY, ST. JOHN'S NATIONAL ACADEMY OF HEALTH SCIENCES,
BENGALURU, 13-19 FEBRUARY 2020

Final Statement

Dialogue: The Path to Truth and Charity

INTRODUCTION

We, the192 member Bishops of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
India, assembled for our XXXIV Plenary Assembly at St. John’s National
Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru from 13-19February 2020.
Prompted by ourfidelity to Jesus Christ and unflinching loyalty to
our beloved motherland wereflected, meditated and deliberated on
the ever relevant theme,’Dialogue: The Path to Truth and Charity."We
alsosought to sincerely evaluate the quality of our apostolic ministry
and be renewed in the Spirit to be servant leaders of our people after
the heart of Christ who came “to serve and not to be served” (Mark 10,
48).

The Church, the community of faith in Jesus Christ, has integral and
all-inclusive dialogue at her heart. Indeed dialogue belongs to the
very essence of the Christian faith. All through her history the Church
has made earnest efforts to engage in dialogue at different levels. As
a community of human beingsthe Church lives in civil society and
body politic, continuously inspiringus to be loyal citizens of India. The
noteworthy contribution of the Church in the field of education, health
care and social transformation has been consistently acknowledged by
the people of India.

INDIA: UNITY IN DIVERSITY

The hallmark of Indian society is its pluralism. From ancient times,
India has been a mosaic of many religions, cultures and languages
with a strong Indian identity. What unites us is stronger and deeper
than whatdividesus. We are proud of our Constitution that envisions
a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic which resolved
to secure for all its citizens Justice, Liberty, Equality and Fraternityas
enshrined in the Preamble. Justice is spelt out as social, economic and
political; Liberty is explained as liberty of thought, expression, belief,
faith and worship; and Equality is understood as equality of status
and opportunity. TheseConstitutional values form the ethos of Indian
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identity that promotes Fraternity which leads to thedignity of the
individual and unity and integrity of the nation. Every citizen must be
ever vigilant against anyattempt to undermine the ennobling human
vision of the Constitution so that our beloved country ever remains
united.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

Various streams of thoughts running through the biblical texts
enrich our understanding of the necessity of dialogue among peoples
and cultures. Dialogue with other religions is integral to the Biblical
Revelation. The different aspects of dialogue in the Bible are rooted
inour faith in God as Trinity:God as the Creator of all, the universal
presence of God's Spirit, and Jesus as the Saviour of all mankind.

In the Gospels, Jesus’ encounters with people reveal that God is the
Father of all. The Kingdom of God that Jesus preached embodies the
love of God, irrespective of race, sex, colour, class, language and creed.
The Good News of Jesus calls upon humanity to establish a society
of justice, equality, love, forgiveness and peace. Dialogue begins
and grows when we open ourselves to the Lord, and by committing
ourselvesto his words and deeds,live the mystery of his death and
resurrection which paves the path to truth and charity. For example,
in the dialogue with the Samaritan woman, Jesus unveils the true
horizons of relating with God in truth and spirit. He starts with the
dialogue of life and moves to the dialogue of action which is followed
by the dialogue of sharing the religious experience, and eventually the
dialogue leads to the witnessing of truth.

CHURCH TEACHINGS

The Church encourages believers to respect each other and one
another’s religious tradition, thus cooperating with one another to
promote peace and harmony and work for the common good of all.
Pope Francis has urged all people of good will to make every effort to
establish peace in society by “inviting all persons who believe in God
to unite and work together, so that it may serve as a guide for future
generations to advance a culture of mutual respect in the awareness
of the great divine grace that makes all human beings brothers and
sisters...called to express this human fraternity by safeguarding
creation and the entire universe, and supporting all persons, especially
the poorest and those most in need...”(Document on Human Fraternity,
4th February 2019, Abu Dhabi).

Dialogue is rooted in the very vocation of the Church. Being open to
dialogue, calls for being absolutely consistent with one’s own religious
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tradition. Believers enter into each other’s depth of life through
dialogue.

DIALOGUE WITH CULTURES AND RELIGIONS

Every community that lives in India possesses its own cultural
identity with its richness, which must be respected at any cost.Attempts
to homogenize and impose a mono-cultural pattern pose serious
threats to the cultural patrimony of our country. As our Constitution
envisions, there cannot be any meaningful dialogue of culture without
acknowledging the primacy of human person. People of every culture
and religion and those who profess no religion must be esteemed
with mutual respect which eventually leads to human fraternity. No
culture or religion shall dominate over other cultures and religions.
Subduing certain cultures by the dominant culture will destroy the
peace and harmony existing in the country. “The enemy of fraternity is
an individualism which translates into the desire to affirm oneself and
one’s own group above others. Religious behaviour, therefore, needs
continually to be purified from the recurrent temptation to judge
others as enemies and adversaries.” (Document on Human Fraternity, 4th
February 2019, Abu Dhabi).

DIALOGUE WITH THE POOR, THE DALITS AND TRIBAL PEOPLE

Dialogue with the poor, the Dalits and Tribal people is an urgent
priorityinthe contextofIndia.TheDalitsandTribal people are continually
denied their human rights socially. Every step taken in favour of their
liberation by eradicating poverty, exploitation, discrimination, and
every other form of sinful structures of society is an effective means
of dialogue. However, dialogue with the poor shall not be limited only
to the works of mercy. The term ‘the Church of the poor’ reflects the
constant self-understanding of Christians that the poor stand in the
place of Christ, and therefore charity and justice must be an essential
and central dimension of what it means to be a follower of Christ.

In this context, weurge the State authorities to take adequate steps
to ensure justice to the Dalit Christians and the Tribal people.

DIALOGUE WITH NATURE

Dialogue with nature is another important aspect. The earth, our
common home, which was created to support life and give praise to
God, is crying out with pain because human activity is destroying it.
All who believe in God and all people of good will have an obligation
to protect the ecological equilibrium of the earth, intended by the
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Creator. Therefore dialogue with nature includes serious steps to
mitigate climate change, clean the land and the seas, and start treating
all of creation with respect and concern.

DIALOGUE WITH THE UNBORN

Dialogue should not be limited to those who are born; rather the
right to life of the unborn must also be taken seriously into account.
We believe that the human being is to be respected and treated as a
person from the moment of conception, that each and every human
life has inherent dignity, and thus must be treated with the respect
due to a human person from womb to tomb. The steps to legalise
abortion even to theextent of six months must be condemned as a
gross injustice whichundermines the right to life of the unborn. We
appeal to the State authorities that it immediately withdraw the Bill in
the Parliament.

DIALOGUE OF PEACE

Interreligious dialogue is one of the most pressing needs of our
times. There will be no peace among nations without peace among
religions. There will be no peace among religions without dialogue
among religions.We are alarmed by continuous persecution on a global
level endured by innocent people at the hands of fundamentalist and
terrorist groups.

Dialogue in India should aim at collaboration in areas such as peace-
building, protection of the environment, eradication of poverty and
ensuring the human dignity of all, especially of women and children.
Besides, it means that we condemn all wars, violence and terrorism
that create insurmountable blocks to dialogue. We pledge ourselves to
engage in a process of dialogue for a reconciled society.

A FERVENT APPEAL

We believe that patriotism is different from narrow and divisive
cultural nationalism, which is radically different from Constitutional
nationalism. No one has the right to question the patriotism of any
Indian citizen on subjective grounds. Authentic patriotism unites us
amidst divergences. Patriotism is defined as directing the attention
of the citizens to the good of the whole human family, united by
the different ties which bind together races, people and nations. “All
Christians must be aware of their sense of responsibility and their
service of the common good. They must recognize the legitimacy
of different opinions with regard to temporal solutions, and respect
citizens, who, even as a group, defend their points of view by honest
methods” (Church in the Modern World, no. 75).
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False nationalistic ideologiesthat instigate contempt for cultures
other than the majoritarian dominant culture are capable of
perpetrating atrocities. It is necessary to clarify the essential difference
between patriotism and pseudo nationalism. Patriotism builds up
the nation while pseudo nationalism destroys the integrity, unity and
harmony of the nation. Nationalism, particularly in its most radical and
extreme forms, is thus the antithesis of true patriotism.

We appeal to the State authoritiesto ensure that pseudo nationalism
does not continue to give rise to new forms of totalitarianism. Together
with the framers of the Constitution, we, the Catholic Bishops of India,
affirm that religion shall not be a criterion for determining Indian
citizenship. The authorities should come forward with sincere and
effective means to erase the sense of fear, anxiety and uncertainty
spreading in the country, especially among the religious minorities.

Needless to say that dissent should not be misconstrued as un-
patriotism. Democracy cannot be built on monologue. We call upon
the State authoritiesthat it is right time to sit around the common table,
a place of conversation and of shared hopes. Against the attempts
at creating cultural isolation in our beloved country, dialogue will
make the elements that are seemingly a barrier or a wall, a bridge of
relationship. “Identity and dialogue are not enemies. Our own cultural
identity is strengthened and enriched as a result of dialogue with
those unlike ourselves. Nor is our authentic identity preserved by an
impoverished isolation.” (Pope Francis, Querida Amazonia, n. 37).

CONCLUSION

Dialogue is indeed the path to truth and charity. Let us pray that
dialogue grows in every family, at all levels of the Church, among the
Christians, among religions and cultures, and among the nations so
that God’s Kingdom of reconciliation, justice, peace and love may be
established.

Though deeply concerned and anguished with what is happening
in our country, we are filled with hope inspired by faith and the innate
goodness of all our fellow citizens. We appreciate the majority who
uphold the secular values of our nation.We are determined to continue
to collaborate in the work of building our great nation,Mother India.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, who manifested the exemplary spirit of
dialogue through her maternal intercession, guide each one of us on
the path of truth and charity!
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U9 T T HZT 9T BT T&T & s
Iu A AfweE far &, 39 gt Wem @
e & sRal & gEaEr g | (TH9
4/18)

afers ST UM IR = R T AR @9 1975 ® 3R ¥ e
& | AT, 3 8 W TSI ey H, 9 WA HaAT AU #, 3T 3+
Sae & 3ffH 3 T TR GHUT A U B R A B AT

99 T SEAGTET g9 FEdT & - AGT & TH F T B Ta § T8 &, 7
TAB! S T, TEN ST | Teet &1 H Tt ara= f6an, A qAer gt B
eIt Frga TR | (SR 1/5) 399 eRfE JeTee B UgaEeT 4, T
AT I TF U I F UGTAwEl BT FTEOT FIA g IO {67 BT A -
AT & AT B AE 2 EHT T AT & F SUX IIHY, TR i,
TR, ATERT 37T SRR WIE- TEAT B JAT H A1 AR Sra ferama | a9
T IITH WY TS B A | (THT 9/23)

7 Tt ARET 23 #E 1983 # Wit et & STt AT e WY agHt |
TE T ST SATRT AT | T 1945 dF g L& a1 g 42t off, fader |y,
WY g fEme ST 3R aid St o | St R 29 @ feior & ' an aw
I F AT P INSIST AT AT 3% AT T FH6F 3 T W& &
Pig FARAT WIHR A A7 A1\ Siad &f gfope Rafq &t 8F & w1 &2
ZT IE ST TR IR T Siateat g, St aret 9% T | W @
FUF 2 - F gAY mar § 6 T e urd Y, dfesd aRyel St o %,
(FTET 10/10)
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. T wfer @it ot & |t & e gekie @R, difa Td emHg @
FEAEAR A AT 98 W & SIS T, T & AN F MeAHS
Uq AT b w1 el & =l 3T Rud wia 20 il & qwend
T, FE T B ST T AT A YT S B A S = 3T 2
(@FF 19/10)

. Tt AfET ved 39 gomRl A qgAT 9redt ot st B o faew &
FT T TE ZT I | 39 TG Pt TE THT A7 7 TE FAAT HAT F AETHEA
HTEAST % AMIATE TS SF[ATE ¥ FTATSS JdT HET H [ THT Rfeat & arg
ST TauueT ey # Tegipdl e [, T ARar & 91 39 Wi,
ZAY, Y WIE &l B IU oW H, w9 § b fHarwe s e R
T AR 7 o R g, wie Td gieanet § g TWE $ wia &
TB Al IEHT T ¥ R U9 BT TE 3= WG UG BT MR IAHT 9
TR T 2

. T AR ST wer Sidd, 3= AR U9 9d st & gwRT et
& 9 Y AGE B UF IERBAT & T F UT HIAT AR A, 396 gST H
srreateRss QTifer U9 ST T ARt oF | HITT 3 I & uREs & we,
IS T HHATHA ST ST & fAT 372 WeTH ST, 99 1 999 Hadl &- el
TH TE BT AT (Heel # FRST T& AR AT qF aF el & Y&l & | 0
afg 9 AT ST 8, A TET B ST £ | T T ARAT U7 ST F 379+ R
397 % TR T 3 forT T S| gl ST ORT o e e
ST WA H AT | afas g9 FET & - W B AT W | B9 U TAH B
g & T g AT 9TaT 2 37T gun feur a1 2 | a9 I # Srar 3% |
T I P IF BT B TS AT 2|

. Tt AT % foot # S @ sfa gsatera o | gl a8 fAew g
¥ STY TS IWE &AM, W IS & Al § qgaar A FAAp A0 gHEA
% T AT 43/1 H 9 FEd & - Tl S F TN A g | FA qEBT A
UST & &Y H AT £ 3T BH At . T AR #t e U B oge uY
I TEwT |

# arer £ o qF orfenlt @1 S aEe v ¥ ok § frew e &
TE! TEA BAdT & TP qeT H T WeHbL 7 PS W A6l B Fhel | (T
15/15) 99 & S[g TEHT . AT ARAT BT 379+ JGqT H, T FH0T 3 IRAR
TN FA TAT I THERA & TR A B HAT | S W, Wi, Footel,
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TIGATIY, T FIIe B BT, Trat |, TRaRT | il & F31, Jartes o=
HI THETE, Teai % o7 e # s4r g |

. T AT 79 al BT Bb, T G H T TR BT AT
AT §, FF TAT H FIA F (70 JIWRA Bt A | 30 garh & Jamsi &
[ AHAR, Tpel HH, T AT T |

U HT A9 FEA & - AT JH A THRAT M A Jref=r 60, at H
TR TR T, ST qH qg gent al qgt ur Seint | ((RRfEmE 29/12)
. T ARAT 7 T91 O TSI [ gY@t % Fg JIdt B gid & f@w
T H URIAT FY, FF AN b ATl WeHEH | 3% ST &l T, Afha TAT
AT O B TG | IR P IR W F BT FACE, FHRT THA TG GBI
T TFHT FTAT TSI, AT I8 HTE T8t g8 | 98 Faar Ot e & T
el A & AT HIA A Big ST A&, FIPB “H T2, A FRT T TeAqT
2| AT a6 [ U I T BRI 3 399 FaT | 39 g9 Wi i & faw
i Tafad 29 fr. T wRar 3 g S A # fed w98, "fes s
Fefiet ST, SHHETRAT, Feefier, SSRAT Ud Ferar & Siie e i seet
H 3% g fHa |

qfe TO FEAT & - A g wigd | A fedt u & forg 9 @ feeaen
£ BieT 991 7 & S $B AT 98 qEA AR [T & fRar | (Wt 25/40) St E,
W WAl Td g, 9. T ARer F w8 9 - 98Al S e ST S
T % T Aeg &, 32 TeTH T a1k 9 39 AR & AT At
3B | &t T FHFSR ST TRIst & AT 9% 3 IFT &1 @19 3o 37T
IRT INUOT FIq A, WAfh (9. TN ARIT 7 30 3796 IR & TH oF
I Y TE @ e

AreSt # Ry, T AR TR, @Rt e, §9 0 g Rt ot A6t ot
| F 7HAT F HROT AN 32 AT Fep? [HRA I | T8 9= & 6 &, =
AT T AT FHE A 370 A H & fA0 A1 AT 37% g&F § Tt &
afd 9t U T A% T BIA BT WEH P - T BT A 3 AT| FASH
FTHASIATT T BT T Hedl & - H e THT 1Tt 3T G UST BTl FTenT
THAT STAAT TUSH TFERT Bl Fawrelt F& HT T |

T, T AR A, 9EW U9 AfEARN & ATATSE ITH Td SHIETE
e 2q faf=r it & qow U9 Afeem AvSA H O B, S IS,
ISR, STaTESE TS, ST, Tsort, T, I, T S | I59
HUSA HI WATIAT HF | T THT FAUSAT Bt IW[ATE 27 TS AAHSI A & S ot
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TH 3M6R qT0e, off U, o I vaE, ot o [, Tt ad onrg |

. T AN F Al & AT UG AT B3I &F, Wi e, TEsdr
FHRT eI, TSI & TR TS TR 1T H TSP AT, qa= AT,
aTer, TSt ST AT, SarSt AT FATAATS! AATHT, FIAT TG, et
ST, ABC AT, S A A A7 MG Bl FHARYT TT & T &
T ufyeror St ot 3fiR @ Bt S TF SMATTHT I | W T H 37T
TFH!, I THHIe B AN e SUr HEAT | 3 THR F3 AT B I &
T TF SAHSRT § & | FiF [T 2 - 0 7T T TAMSR = &t 3R &
T A" FT qPT GG BT | (FHT 2/10)

. T AT TSt & W 9T T8 & foai # a5 Tt off | 98 7 Paw
ITEX AT WAT B H @t W@, dfed qOT FHYOT F W HA BT TG A
FANT R &% T onf Felg Sad & eEt F O, s arEtis
ST ST MR FFAT | EAN HEE Siae &t aNgoiar 9= & TeT &
& afc® T ¥ TS EHL & gl & | T T A et $ S 6
TEA, St I THOA RO % B % uge ¥ & faga o, 3% Rty o o
3¢ T & ford et Toer foam et off | /1 & 1o aeeEAt % | et
qNATRT Pt HATHIA BT AT TR AROTH T2 g3 76 3 - I & Ay
TS EEIST WIS - T&A1 F T Bl 370 Sta= | <oy fopa |

WX WIEAl U9 AT, 18 7 @ 1992 # fi. Tt AfEn g e &
ISTTR F FEAGT B TEAT | TaF A =+ FHATSTH Farh H FATST
IR graRyd F¥ FT o {6 | Ry, Tt AR F wiet & @ 1 strad
TIATeRT 39T UgT AHT 3% STTUBRT F Ui AT ISTAT | 3BT TSt & o
IR FHAT SRt # i f T AR & foow 9gdar td wewdar |
STra FTE ST e Ten ot 67 0 =ar a7 HRer™ 3T rfwierd SHsal o Terd
AR fFT | S0 FHR FAS [t & 91X - I e¥h! HaT % g |
AR I8 98 &1 &1, 98 T=a1g 3T U ¥ fau g9y & & et 1 qy
fea 3T g9 forw s2iq sro St @1 afer Tem|

25 wIast R 1995 # .3 ARET, Farg wredAT S FHT Sga St
at g g9 tHar, “FE g0, # gRR 9y | #HE qHS! U UST & &9 H
AT 2”7 37T 98 d9UR BT B oF | 3SR F BT Wi & foTT Tamr
Fr o9 7E, AT, GBI UGd R B ATAFAR ATHS GOSN T TRl 3%
foiferat F g &Y, TRAA QT 3R a7 W It | F& T 0 EART TR
g A FEHT AT B BT T ACET B TGar, 3q # Ry T BOAT
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oo, a9 RReT F U8T 319 ga+ TW 991 29 ATRA e &7 b1 HROT 29 39
U 3T FET TAB! ARAT & | SAT FEHT AP IS dey T HiHT | 376 57
feRiedt Strae g U9 3 & 32 @R Sier &t oo 24 @1 M. T |
TS W BB M, S S Tl Big el 97| IH avEHl ¥ gHiE BT a9
& 9T Yo 5T 3R 3@ g #F gsgr W BT IAET | 39F a5 dE 3
A T IR - IR MEH 3T A d% ARG B | 375 XX # 54 IR & F
9T F 98 FA ¥ qqu & W ot 3 R T wlan o fw s 34 a9
o, U] IAT THT TE 3T T A T A | T [ T B AR om0 @
o, 98 Y HT AH A VA, T wEa g S S gu, g a9 i gen
T &, 3T A 2 %6 T8 gt a=rar & 6 T8

ST & Shal, 7 I A ey T B, FAN G BT AHT IHL IAB! @
T # o form, @ IR [ & o1 B & %ol W S ST U,
AfFT TR T AT P AT A, AT 21 IR T 2002 HP . FeTHA
3BT TN T, BIeY WA TSHE Wl TH. 8. 30T 304 o« 98l & qY
ST ST U Tef gTHT T Fag Fehe 3 gU 3¢ T e | Fe g F e
HT 370 FHH UL IBATET & T ATG HIC | Rz F e, T 307 zw ann
F o T fEAT R, TSN UM W HIAT B, AT & Ael, Ry, T wiar &
HATT a1 TF aRAR S A 9 3% W B fEE 2, § e fiE e
a9 . T AR #F AT T TET WR W &R F T B G AT ST e,
Tt o  wife & grer A A4S & A A G

W WIEHT UF SEAl, TE ¥ oA 9N, w2 e | oy 3 A fuar &
YT Bt ot - T 3 eTAT e iR I AE St b e Y W@ B wy g
g & AT F AR . T AR F 0N T (08 BT HIAT
&, 3% AW W Tied gU THRRI # o A THhR o7 | 3fY 3y g .
T AR FF T2 ., I S FE ¥ difed oft @mg e

S & W SRAl, T9 BT SISl 999 Bl & 39N 99T UH At &
et T HIE I et & fotw sra= gt 3iffa &2 31 o9 3 #F 9) - ForEr
TARY, G F e . T ARG 7 30 T T F SR, 3O RN
H TFRT ST F TEY AT GRL, G § FAT TS, HAW A A AT GH qUT
TS T FEATER F Tg |

o TElE R, T ARET, 3N STEY ¥, "EH g, 379 €T g, MUt gANT
HET 9o, 29N AT wrefAt St
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GLIMPSE FROM ST. EPHREM’S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

o Br Antony Kizhakkethalakkal o

CONGRATULATION TO OUR
NEW PRIESTS

St. Ephrem’s wholeheart-
edly congratulates her 14 R _
deacons who were ordained ' P | 4% r

priests to lead, teach, and [ *

sanctify the people of God ¥ ‘ ‘

and to become a sacrifice

pleasing to God. St. Ephrem’s =

prays and wishes that they all become human faces of divine compas-
sion, partakers in human paths and an incessant stream of divine grace

so that the thirsty may drink and find rest. The other four deacons will
be ordained after Easter.

EKTA DIWAS 2020

The unique vision of

St.  Ephrem’s Theological ’
College is to provide
missionary  formation  for
her children. Ekta Diwas, |
which is celebrated on 26th
January every vyear, is a L
great opportunity for being &
with villagers. On this day,
hundreds of village children
get  acquaintance  with
the seminary and celebrate the day in harmony, togetherness and
enthusiasm without any cultural indifference. This year too Ekta Diwas
was celebrated with its full vigour and rhythm. The programme started
around 12 pm with the registration of villagers and came to an end
at 4.30 in the evening with the refreshments. The whole programme
was organized under the supervision of the village apostolate ministry
headed by Rev. Fr Cyriac Puliyampallil. Mrs. Susheela Shukhla, Sarpanch
of Barakala, inaugurated the meeting. The whole day was packed with
different games, competitions and cultural programmes.
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VISIT OF MARTHOMAS
THARAYIL

St. Ephrem’s cordially wel-
comed Mar Thomas Tharayil, Aux-
iliary Bishop of the Archeparchy
of Changanacherry on 28th Janu-
ary. His Excellency reached the
seminary by evening and took a
short session for the brothers on
the burning issues like Cultural
and Infiltration Marxism. His Ex-
cellency celebrated Holy Qurbana on 29th morning and enriched the
community through his words regarding the life of priests while ex-
plaining the parable of good shepherd and the gate keeper.

PARISH FEAST AND MISSION DAY

Ephrem pariwar was actually
blessed and fortunate to
celebrate the feast of St. Ephrem,
the great Syriac church father.
The vehemence and vivacity of
the parish feast had its official
flare-up with the blessing and
hoisting of flag on the eve of 14th
February. On the eve of 15th, @
entire Ephrem pariwar gathered
in Koinonia to offer the evening prayer Ramsa in its solemnity. Almost
two hours of long procession coupled with the festal message by Rev.
Fr Erosiyan Ekka was a kind of typical exhibition of Christian witness and
piety which in turn became unique before a people having different
creeds and culturally driven expositions of devoutness. The procession
was arranged in such a way that it would reach every religious house in
the Ephrem Pariwar. When the procession reached back the seminary,
there arranged pachoor for all. On 16th February, the most solemn form
of liturgy Raza, was celebrated by Rev. Fr Emmanuel Kadankavil, Vicar
General of the Eparchy of Kalyan. All the fathers of Ephrem pariwar
concelebrated in the presence of all the members of Ephrem pariwar.

FOUNDATION STONE

On 2nd February, Mar Joseph Kodakallil laid the foundation stone of
the mission formation house of Preshitaram Sisters in the presence of Sr
Dona, Superior General, and Sr Lisieu, Assistant General of Preshitaram
Sisters.
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VOLLEY BALL MATCH AND
BADMINTON TOURNAMENT

On 20th and 25th February
the  seminary  volleyball
team had matches with the
Christjyothi team, Satna and
Venkit volleyball club, Satna,
respectively. The seminary
team won the matches with
a good score. A friendly -
badminton tournament was conducted by the sports department of St.
Ephrem’s. Around 12 teams participated for the match. Rev. Frs. Antony
Pullan and Augustine Chittooparambil also joined for our tournament.

St. Ephrem’s
expresses its gratitude to
Rev. Dr. George Kudilil

for his commendable
and dedicated service
to the seminary to form
good priests.

His biblical scholarship
and guidance inspired
many students.

Moreover, being the
chief editor of Ephrem’s
Theological Journal, he
spared no effort to fame

the scholarship of the
seminary in an
international sphere.

We congratulate
and offer sincere
greetings of his
appointment as the
Chief Editor of Deepika.
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GLIMPSE FROM BETHANIA

o SrVijaya DST e

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

During Christmas our pre - novices performed a prayer dance and a
drama based on the concept of incarnation in Koond mission station
as part of the Christmas programme conducted for the people in the
surrounding villages. Along with the candidates from other Religious
Congregations we performed the drama at St. Vincent Cathedral
church, Satna in front of a huge crowd gathered on 25 December.
We gratefully remember Rev. Fr Francis Mattathil for providing such
opportunities.

CLASSES FORTHE PRE - NOVICES

In the months of January and February four of our candidates along
with two candidates from CPS attended special classes on English,
Hindi, Methodology and Vatican Council Il arranged by respected
Fathers from ETC. We thankfully remember Rev. Frs George Kudilil,
John Kondooparambil, Cyriac Puliyampallil and Mathew Peedikayil
who generously spared their valuable time for these extra ordinary
classes.

VISIT OF OUR PROVINCIAL COUNCILOR

Our Provincial Councilor, Rev. Sr Linet DST, visited us on 21 February
and accompanied us to Deosar on 25 February and returned to Pala on
04 March.

VILLAGE EXPOSURE PROGRAMME

On 25 February our four pre-novices along with the Mistress Rev.
Sr Lisieu went to Deosar for the village exposure programme. On the
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next day we started visiting three villages namely Kusedi, Kartha and
Kunthavar under the guidance of Mr. Veeran Singh. We mainly visited
the interior regions of the villages and heard from the people of the
villages the difficulties and problems they face and we made them
aware of the need of education to overcome all those difficulties. We
also taught English rhymes and alphabets to the children at Kusedi
Government School.

TRIP TO KUSMI

On 29 February Rev. Fr. Paul Uthinipparampan took us for a trip to
Kusmi, a newly started mission and we met Rev. Fr Joseph Porimattathil,
a zealous missionary. He took a special class sharing his own experience
in the mission and motivating the candidates for the future apostolate.
In between the class the thahsildhar of the place arrived and we had a
small interaction with him.

ODGADY CONVENTION

On 01 March our pre-novices
performed a drama on the
life of Blessed Rani Maria at
the Odgady Bible convention
on the occasion of the 25th i
anniversary of the martyrdom ;%
of Blessed Rani Maria who '} =
toiled hard for the people of
Odgady for nine years. The
convention was altogether a L &=
new experience and we thank
Rev. Fr Antony Panachinkal who invited us to perform the drama.

TRIP TO THE COAL MINES

On 04 February we wenton avisit to the Amelia Coal Mines at Odgady
where we got first hand information about the process involved in coal
mining from Col. Ajai Singh, the in charge of the mines. We appreciate
the interest and the valuable presence of Rev. Fr Antony panachinkal
and Rev. Fr Joseph Edathil who accompanied us to the mines.

We are grateful to Rev. Fr Paul Uthinipparampan, Priest in charge
of Deosar mission, Rev. Srs Philomy, Lilly, Naicy, and Nikitha, the DST
members of Deosar community for their warm welcome and great
support during our village exposure programme. We also thank Rev. Sr
Vijaya for her prayerful support and Rev. Sr Lisieu who took the pain to
guide us and empower us with her missionary insight. We returned to
Bethania on 08 March.
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FAREWELL LUNCH

As the stay in the Eparchy of Satna is slowly coming to an end, our pre-
novices were invited to a farewell meal at Bishop’s House. We thanked
our beloved Bishopji Mar Joseph Kodakallil, Protosyncellus Rev. Fr John
Thoppil, Syncellus Rev. Fr Augustine Chittuparambil, Procurator Rev. Fr
Kuriakose Kachapilly and all other members of the Bishop’s House.

“Easter experience enables one to look on his life with hope and
expectation” Bethania wishes all a very ‘Happy Easter!’

GLIMPSE FROM SABS, PATERI

PROVINCIAL HOUSE
o Sr Maria Jose SABS e

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

On the eve of Christmas 2019 Christmas tree group in charges
conducted a short programme in the community. All of us enjoyed the
programme and shared the joy of the day among us.

On the day of Christmas, there was a Mela in the campus of
Cathedral. One stall depicting the scene of Jesus who washes the feet
of the disciples was arranged by our community. As the people of the

3() may2020 .
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City of Satna visited the Cathedral, we have taken the initiative to pray
over them who came seeking blessings from the Lord.

On 26 December 2019, as part of our Christmas celebration we
had invited our neighboring Hindu families and given them a talk
on Christmas, conducted half an hour adoration and the children
performed one hour cultural programme as we had given them
practice earlier on the life of Jesus. Rev. Mother Rose Therese gave a
short message on Christmas. At the end of the programme snacks were
distributed. After the programme we had taken them to Bishop’s House
and showed them stalls and Crib which were arranged there.

RETREATS

Aiming at a spiritual renewal in our Congregation, we had conducted
20 days' retreat (Eucharistic Covenant Retreat) at the Provincial House
from 26 December to 15 January. Rev. Sr Lee Rose Kachapilly, Sr Arpitha
Thiruthel and Sr Mable Koikkara were the resource persons, who
underwent special training at the Generalate for the same. Around 40
Sisters from various communities made their retreat.

Our Pre- Aspirants made their three days of retreat. Rev. Sr Arpitha
Thiruthel guided them to be deepened in their religious vocation.

Two hours of prayer was conduced for our Parishners on 19 January
2020 by Rev. Sr. Arpitha Thiruthel.

SNEHSADAN SPECIAL SCHOOL, PATERI

Snehsadan School students were taken to Satna Stadium for the
celebration of the World Disabled Day on 03 December 2019 which
was organized by D.D.R.C. They had arranged various competitions in
sports and games in which our students too took part. Many of them
won the prizes.
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They also participated in the celebration of the World Disabled Day
which conducted at Samaritan Social Service Centre on 13 December
2019. Competitions on both cultural as well as sports and games were
conducted, and many received prizes for the same.

On 21 December, staff and students of Snehsadan arranged a
Christmas celebration. Rev. Sr Rose Chakkieth and Rev. Mother Rose
Therese Cheerakathil were the Chief guest and guest of honour
respectively. Students performed a variety of colorful programme. Rev.
Sr Rose Chakkieth gave an inspiring message and Rev. Mother gave
final blessing to all those who have gathered there.

GLIMPSE FROM CSN, PATERI

@ Sr Soumini CSN e

RELIGIOUS VESTITION AND THE FIRST PROFESSION

Four of our Novices - Friska, Merina Joe, Elisava and Roshmika have
dedicated themselves to the cause of the Kingdom of God by taking
their First Profession in our Congregation on 25 January 2020 after
successfully completing the required period of formation. The function
was held in Allahabad where our Provincial House is situated and Rt.
Rev. Raphy Manjaly, the Bishop of Allahabad was the main celebrant.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW SUPERIOR GENERAL AND THETEAM
The General Synaxis held at our Generalate in Aluva on 01 March
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elected Sr Terecine as our New Superior General. It is her second term
as General of our Congregation. She served as Novice Mistress from
2016-2019 at Pateri Novitiate House and 2019-2020 as Postulants’ Mis-
tress at Kothi Formation House. On 11 March, the Pateri Community
arranged a cordial welcome and reception for our new General and Sr
Alphine, our General Councillor. Mar Joseph Kodakallil was the main
celebrant of the Eucharistic Celebration on 11 March. Sisters and Fa-
thers from Pateri Pariwar also were present for the Eucharistic Celebra-
tion and the Breakfast.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR AND
THETEAM

The Provincial Synaxis held at our Provincial House in Allahabad on
12 March elected our new Provincial and the team. Hearty Congratula-
tions to Sr Lata, our Provincial and Srs Saly Jose, Tracy, Geeta, Moncy
and Regi, our Councillors.

BEST WISHES TO OUR ASPIRANTS

Our Aspirants have successfully completed the ﬁrst year of their for-
mation period having had | e i <

variety of programmes
and classes. Now they are
getting ready to begin
their Plus one course in
the month of April in Al-
lahbad. Best wishes and
God’s blessings!
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GLIMPSE FROM DEOSAR

o FrPaul Uthinipparampan e

AFFILIATION TO CBSE

A long awaited wish is to be bloomed in a short span of time. We are
indeed elated to apply St Mary’s School to CBSE Board after extending
the school upto Class X. The inspections went on well on November 06,
2019. Now all are eagerly waiting for the outcome, the affiliation of the
school to CBSE.

DAZZLING STEP TO NEW YEAR

St. Mary's family celebrated d
the New Year with lots of
gratitude to 2019 and with
strong feeling of happiness for
the New Year 2020. Marians &
bade a befitting farewell to the
year 2019 and enthusiastically
welcomed the year 2020 by a |
creative program prepared by
the students and teachers. Rev.
Fr Paul, our Manager blessed ~
and addressed the students and teachers and W|shed us to have a
prosperous year.

SALUTE TO THE MOTHER LAND

We celebrated the Republic Day with strong and tremendous
feelings of patriotism. Our students decorated the stage and performed
various meaningful and
colorful events. Mr Vikaskumar
Visvakarma and Mrs Prianka
Visvakarma, Magistrates of the &
Civil Court, Deosar, the chief
guests of the day, addressed the
gathering. Their presence made
the day very remarkable and
memorable one. We are proud
to say that our school won the [
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overall championship in the Block Level Republic Day Competitions in
Deosar. St. Mary’s band performed an enthralling band display which
created a feeling of patriotism in the hearts and minds of the citizens
gathered on the occasion.

STOP, WAIT AND GO

Our school conducted a seminar on the Road Safety for the students
as well as for the auto and van drivers. Mr Nehru Singh Khandate, Town
Inspector of police, Deosar and his team shared with our children their
rich experiences and employed various methods to drive home the
message. They also appealed to the students to follow the rules of the
traffic always and everywhere.

THUMBS-UP TO THE CHAMPIONS

All the achievements must be appreciated. All the appreciations
must be remembered with gratitude as motivations. With this goal
in mind, our school conducted a special ceremony of honoring the
students. We distributed prizes to all the students who achieved high
positions in their academic, athletic, cultural, sports, fine arts, and
various literary competitions. Mr Lal Dev Singh, Sub-Divisional Officer
of Police, Deosar, presided over this ceremony. He honored our students
with prizes and encouraged them to maintain the high standard and
appreciated all the teachers who worked hard for the success of the
students.

Cheers to all for the support and prayers for the mission at Deosar.
Deosar family wishes all a very blessed Easter! May the Risen Lord vanish
the pandemic, Coronavirus — Covid 19 from the face of the world.
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GLIMPSE FROM KAILASPUR

o FrSebastian Puthenpurayil

Children’s Day was celebrated in a solemn way. The teachers made
the day colorful and memorable. The head boy and head girl were
honored as the chief guests of the day. On 21st December we had the
Christmas celebrations and we shared the message of love, joy and
peace of infant Jesus. The feast of St. Sebastian, the patron saint of our
Manager was celebrated in a short but sweet way by wishing him all
the joy and blessings of the special day. We celebrated the Republic
Day with great enthusiasm and patriotic spirit. The Flag hoisting was
done by the Manager followed by March past and patriotic cultural
programme. This year our school organized annual sports for two days
from 31 Jan to 01 February. All students were greatly thrilled on these
days to participate in various items. The Manager inaugurated the
event and blessed the children through his inspiring message.

As the light of the burning lamp, from time to time students are
given special sessions on enlightenment and guidance by the principal
and staff. The unit tests and the exams are taken as per schedule to
make sure that the children are growing in all the aspects of their life,
especially in education. A meeting of parents was held on 22 February.
On 29 February winners of the sports day were encouraged and hon-
oured by distributing prizes and certificates We also gratefully remem-
ber all the Fathers and Sisters who visited us from time to time.

GLIMPSE FROM KOOND

e SrRinetSH o

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Joyfully the Koond family celebrated the birthday of Rev. Fr George
Vadakkumcherry with solemn Holy Qurbana on 05 December 2019.
Thereafter we gathered together for wishing and Agape.
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME

We conducted Christ-
mas program for the people
from surrounding villages *

on 23 December 2019. Rev.

Fr George Vadakkumcherry

gave a warm welcome to

all the invited guests and = |
the gathering. Rev. Fr Jo- 1] ol LS <
seph Ottapurackal was the chief guest. He dellvered a beautiful and
inspiring Christmas message. Many invited guests, Fathers, Sisters from
Rewa, Satna, Pateri and Kothi were present. Rev. Fr Francis Mattathil
and his team staged an amazing Christmas dance drama. A variety of
cultural programme was presented by the villagers too. After the pro-
gram, refreshments and Christmas cake were distributed to all. Around
1500 people participated in the celebrations.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Christmas, the great feast of Nativity of Jesus Christ, was celebrated
with a solemn Holy Qurbana at 10.00 p.m. on the eve of Christmas. Rev.
Fr George Vadakkumcherry was the main celebrant and he gave an en-
riching message to the faithful. Around 70 believers took part in the li-
turgical celebrations. After the Holy Qurbana, all gathered together and
wished one another the joy of Christmas and took part in the Agape.

CANONICAL VISITATION

Rev. Sr Usha Maria SH, Provincial Superior of Delhi province visited
Koond community on 06 January 2020.

REPUBLIC DAY

Republic Day was celebrated with great joy and enthusiasm on 26
January 2020. The ceremony started at 8.30 a.m. in the dispensary
ground. Many people from the surrounding villages participated in the
Programme. Rev. Fr Augustine Pullolickal hoisted the national Flag and
gave the message on the occasion. Children performed some cultural
programme on national unity and constitutional rights.

ORIENTATION PROGRAMME

To encourage and nurture the inborn talents, a cultural programme
was organized for the children of the tuition centers in the village on 29
January 2020. After a class on personal hygiene and good habits, cer-
tain cultural competitions were conducted and prizes were distributed
to the winners. Around 50 students and their tuition teachers partici-
pated in the event.
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Feast - June 8
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Died
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Beatified
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by Pope John Paul Il

Canonized
13 October 2019,
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Vatican City
by Pope Francis

Feast
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GLIMPSE FROM LAVKUSHNAGAR

e frJoseph Edathil e

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

The birthday of Rev. Fr Joseph Edathil, Asst. Manager, was solemnly
celebrated in the School. The teaching and non teaching staff along
with the students felicitated and wished him the blessings of the day.
The students have staged a variety of cultural programme to solemnize
the occasion.

SOLEMN RECEPTION TO THE REGIONAL YOUTH CROSS

On 05 December the Regional Youth Cross was solemnly received
at Lavkushnagar Parish. The cross was brought-in by Rev. Fr Sebastian
Panthallooparambil, the Eparchial Youth-Director. Rev. Fathers, Sisters
along with a few youths of the parish solemnly received the cross with
due respect and honor. Rev. Fr Sebastian celebrated the Holy Qurbana.

| ,,.O :Ie % dMéRA

PRAYER DAY FOR THE PARISHIONERS

In anticipation to the Christmas, a preparatory ‘Prayer day’ was ob-
served in the parish. Rev. Fr Thomas Puthenthayil guided the people in
helping them to have a close encounter with God and God-experience.
The day was scheduled with a few talks, Rosary, Praise and Worship,
Confession, Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Qurbana. A good number
of the faithful participated in the spiritual exercises and received the
special blessings.
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WATER CONSERVATION DAY

‘No Water No Life, under-
standing the meaning be-
tween these lines, a day to
ponder over Nature, great-
est free gift of water, was ar-
ranged. To color this day the
children had availed them-
selves in making relevant and
meaningful posters and plac-
ards.

KHADIWEARING DAY & SARVA DHARMA PRARTHANA DIWAS

As part of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, and as
per the circular of the CBSE,
Khadi wearing day was ob-
served. The students and the
staff were asked to be pres-
ent in Khadi dress. Awareness
programme on ‘The harmful

effects of the plastic products’

and the use of the Jhute bags

also were given stress on the

same occasion. To promote 2 I3
the sense of the religious -l

3
REDMI NOTE 75 f - <
harmony among the the stu- EAeZiEaE d
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dents, Sarva Dharma Prarthana Diwas also was observed. The children
made symbolic presentations of every Religion and prayed for the Reli-
gious harmony in the Nation.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

The school level Christmas Celebrations were held on 21 December.
His Excellency Mar Joseph Kodakallil, the SDMO and the Tl of Lavkush-
nagar were the Chief guests of the function. Along with many cultural
programme by the students, there were also Christmas-Tree and Star
making competitions. As the Parish has its three sub-stations namely
Chandela, Gorihar and Sarwayi, the parishioners along with Rev. Fa-
thers and Sisters also carried out two-days’ carol programme. Inspired
by the true spirit of Christmas, this year the parishners have collected
the amount which was meant for buying the crackers, but, instead,
have used them for buying a few blankets to contribute to the poor
and the needy who lived around them.

PICNIC

It's so refreshing to be on a picnic! On our community picnic day
we had a nice time freeing ourselves from the daily routines of life and
busy schedule in the School. Though places like Pandav fall and Raneh
fall were quiet familiar to us, visiting those places as a community really
mattered a lot to us in sharing our joy and happiness.

ANGER FREE ZONE

Making the schools ‘Anger-
free zones’ will help students in
developing effective skills and
in eradicating emotions like
fear, humiliation, hurt and disre-
spect which are the by-products
of anger. Keeping this intention
in mind the School has set apart
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a day to promote the Anger Free Zone movement, the children had
actively took partin it.

PARIKSHA PE CHARCHA

Master Ayush Raikwar from class X was selected to take partin PM'’s
Pariksha pe Charcha programme which was held at Talkatoa Stadium,
New Delhi, on 20 January. The students were given the opportunity to
watch the live-streaming of the programme in the School. Master Ay-
ush Raikwar along with his family members was honored by the school
management for his active participation in the programme. He was
one among the 19 students from MP and one among the 4 students
from Chhatarpur District to participate in the same.

REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION

As the Nation celebrated the Republic Day, the School level Re-
public Day celebrations were held with all its solemnity. Rev. Fr Rony
Maruthummoottil  was TR RT3
the Chief Guest of the w ﬁ'ﬂ“’%{, r :‘1* il 9

H - B 6 ,‘ﬁw b g =
programme. He has in- S, ¢ s
spired the young minds My N T L
by exhorting them to be SR REM ~ LR
the good citizens of our "¢ i =
Country and to be at the 8
service of the nation in
every way possible. The
students in honor of the
Nation have performed a
number of Patriotic danc-
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es, songs and skits. As per the instructions given some of the students
also were taken to the Mela Ground at Lavkushnagar for putting up
their cultural performance. Our students were also awarded with the
second prize for their group dance.

HOME MISSION PROGRAMME IN THE PARISH

As part of the follow-up to the Home Mission Programme, Rev. Srs
Grace, Merin Sebastian and Vineetha of CHF Congregation arrived at
Lavkushnagar. The programme turned out to be a great success as the
people had a great appreciation for the same. All the Christian fami-
lies were personally visited by Rev. Sisters. On the last day of the pro-
gramme the people were given the opportunity for receiving the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation during a guided adoration and finally it was
concluded with the solemn celebration of the Holy Qurbana.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY QURBANA FORTHE OUTGOING STUDENTS

The students and teachers wholeheartedly took part in the Holy
Qurbana which was specially arranged for the class X students. Par-
ticipating in the liturgical celebration, the children made special prayer
intentions especially for the success in the upcoming class X board
exams. After the celebration, the children sought blessings from Rev.
Fathers, Sisters and teachers by touching their feet. The Fathers laid
their hands on each of the students and prayed over them. Most of the
students shared that the entire ambiance gave them a kind of inner joy
and happiness for which they craved for long.

FAREWELL TO THE CLASS X STUDENTS

Being part of Christ Jyoti family for many years 39 of our tenth
class students bade farewell to their second home ‘Christ Jyoti CBSE
School’ The Ninth Class Students initiated the cultural programme in
honor of their elder .
brothers and sisters. !
The Manager as well as g
the Principal felicitat-
ed them and wished
them all the very best
for their success in
the upcoming Board
Exams. A sumptuous
lunch for the class X
students and teaching
staff was also served as
part of the function. :,‘g.’,'h”‘g{f;:"
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JAIL MINISTRY

Some of the students from Christ Jyoti School were given the op-
portunity to visit the sub-jail in Lavkushnagar. This event turned out to
be a new exposure for the students and teachers. The students could
interact with the inmates freely and they entertained the inmates with
a few dances and skits, by which the students also could transmit a
kind of positive energy and encouragement to their audience. Some of
the inmates also ventured themselves to be performers of a few pro-
gramme from their part.

This occasion also was coincided with the free eye-camp in the jail.
Two surgeons along with few helpers from Samaritan Social Service So-
ciety had arrived for the same. Twenty prisoners were given the spec-
tacles and many others were given eye drops and medicines for free.

GLIMPSE FROM ODGADY

e FrAntony Panachinkal e

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

The Solemn Holy Qurbana at midnight on the occasion of Christ-
mas was celebrated, joined by hundreds of local people. After the Holy
Qurbana there were celebrations like cake cutting, singing and danc-
ing. Christmas gifts were also given to all through lucky coupon. Earlier
the faithful and Christu bhakthas could pray in a special manner from
the depth of their heart through one day retreat as preparation for the
Christmas day. Rev. Fr Varghese Kallely celebrated the Holy Qurbana
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here on New Year Day and he was wished by the community on his
Ordination day.

On 01 February around 40 people from Odgady mission participat-
ed in the convention held at Rakshadham, Waidhan.

On 18 February Rev. Fr Varghese Naicomparambil VC, Rev. Fr Jo-
seph Edattu VC with Rev. Fr Augustine Pullolickal came over here and
offered the Holy Qurbana for the departed souls of Rev. Fathers and
Sisters who rendered their services at Odgady and special prayers were
offered through the intercession of Blessed Martyr Rani Maria. Rev. Fr
Varghese expressed his joy recollecting his days at Odgagy as Priest in
charge and shared his personal experiences with Sr. Rani Maria.

FIRST ODGADY BIBLE CONVENTION

The first Odgady Bible convention was held on Sunday, 01 March
2020. It was a great day for the mission at Odgady in proclaiming Christ
with great zeal and enthusiasm. It started with the prayer of interces-
sion to Blessed Virgin Mary by reciting the Holy Rosary followed by
praise and worship. Before the formal inauguration of the convention,
there was a solemn procession carrying the Holy Bible and the statue
of Mother Mary from the Church to the convention Centre. The Word of
God was proclaimed from the Holy Bible by Rev. Fr Antony Panachinkal,
the Priest in charge of Odgady. Then he extended cordial welcome to
all the participants of the one day programme. The convention was for-
mally inaugurated with the lighting of the lamp by Rev. Fr John Thop-
pil, Protosyncellus of the Eparchy of Satna. In the inaugural address he
stressed the importance of continuing and fulfilling the missionary
mandate of Christ to proclaim the Good News to all. He appreciated
the initiative of Fr Antony in conducting such a programme and un-

s N
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derlined the need of con-
tinuity of Odgady Bible
Convention every year g
on Sunday following the F
anniversary of the mar-
tyrdom of Sr Rani Maria
and shared his personal e
experiences with Blessed [/ 14k
Rani Maria while they
were contemporaries at Gijwar and Odgady in the early 1990’s.

The main preacher of the day was Rev. Fr Joshy Chettiyanchira from
the Eparchy of Chanda. The preaching was based on St Luke 19: 1-10 -
how to see and experience the love and mercy of God in our daily life.
Rev. Sr Jasmine FCC spoke on Blessed Rani Maria, her life of evangeli-
zation especially at Odgady. The Solemn Pontifical Holy Qurbana was
celebrated by Mar Joseph Kodakallil, Bishop of Satna. In his sermon he
emphasized the importance of hearing the Word of God and practicing
the Word of God in our day today life. A dance drama on Blessed Rani
Maria was staged by the candidates of DST and CPS Congregations,
Kothi together with the children of Odgady parish. It has definitely
inspired the Christian gathering to appropriate the brave lifestyle of
Blessed Rani Maria in preaching the Good News and to become the
voice of the voiceless. Rev. Fr Thomas Puthenthayil, Director of Chris-
tubhaktha Movement, led the afternoon prayer session with deliver-
ance and healing prayers and Eucharistic Adoration. Rev. Sr Jolly, the
Superior of Assisi Sadan, Odgady appreciated the programme and pro-
posed vote of thanks. The gathering dispersed after the tea at 4.30 p.m.

We express our sincere gratitude to the Fathers and Sisters and the
faithful of Singrauli zone, along with Rev. Fr Francis Mattathil, Rev. Sr
Elizabeth SD and Mr Ansu for the great support and cooperation for
the success of this first ever Odgady Bible convention 2020. As per the
future plan, the Odgady Bible convention W|II be organlzed as an an-
nual event and the next con- == T
vention will be held on 28 ;
February 2021 led by Rev. Fr |
Anil Dev IMS and team from
Varanasi. ’

On the same day founda-
tion stone for the new con-
vent was blessed and laid by
Mar Joseph Kodakallil.

B o
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CHRIST JYOTI SCHOOL, ODGADY

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

On 22 December 2019 we celebrated Christmas in the school with
great fervor and joy. The programme began at 09 a.m. by invoking
God’s presence with a prayer dance. The entire programme was based
on the life of Jesus Christ. The message delivered by Rev. Fr Antony,
the Manager was inspiring on the divine birth and life of Jesus Christ.
The entire school vibrated with the echoes of Christmas Carols. Vari-
ous competitions were held in connection with Christmas celebration,
among them the class decoration was the most attractive. L.K.G and
class | (Lotus) stood first.

REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION

To develop patriotism in our students we celebrate national fes-
tivals in our school. We celebrated Republic Day with great joy and
enthusiasm. The bright morning welcomed excited children, parents
and teachers who assembled to unfurl and salute the national Tiranga.
Rev. Fr Antony unfurled the national flag which was followed by Na-
tional Anthem. The students of four houses marched rhythmically and
honoured the national flag. The Manager addressed the gathering by
expressing his pride in the rich heritage and culture of our country.
He urged every student to be a responsible citizen of our country by
fulfilling his/her own duties.

ANNUAL DAY CELEBRATION 4 j

The annual day celebration .
was held on 08 February 2020. The
president of the function was His
Excellency Mar Joseph Kodakallil,
the Bishop of Satna and the Chief
Guest was Mr Vikas Singh, the
Sub Divisional Magistrate, Deosar.
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Guests of Honour were Mr Lavlesh Mishra (Tehsildar Kusmi), Mr Man-
ish Tripathi (Tl Bargawan), Mr Mehdi Husain Ansari (BEO Deosar), Mr
Krishna Kumar Dwivedi (BRC Deosar), Mrs Ramrati Saket (Sarpanch
Odgady), Col. Ajai Singh (Unit Head Jaypee Amelia North Coal Mine),
Mr Ratan Kumar Somani (Unit Head Hindalco Industries Ltd.) and Mr
Bishwanath Mukherjee (Sr. VP- HR Hindalco Industries Ltd.) The school
ground had been prepared for the occasion with beautiful tent and
temporary stage.

The programme began with the presentation of the theme EKTA
taking the example of human body. The annual function started with
a prayer dance followed by auspicious lighting of the ceremonial lamp
by the distinguished guests. The formal welcome has accorded by our
Manager Rev. Fr Antony Panachinkal. The theme was presented metic-
ulously by our students. The cultural items of yoga, group song, value
based Hindi and English skits and theme based dances captivated the
audience. The dignitaries of the day gave away the prizes to the stu-
dents who excelled in academic performance in the year 2018-19.

The entire school par-
ticipated wholeheartedly
towards the success of this &
great event. The audience
comprising of parents and
guests were impressed
by the impeccable per-
formance of the students.
The props and costumes
added color to the festive
occasion.
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GLIMPSE FROM PANNA

e FrAntony Pullan e

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH

In preparation for Christ-
mas one day retreat was or-
ganized for the parishioners.
Rev. Fr Joshy Pullokaran, Ad-
ministrator of Dayasagar led
the retreat. It was a day of
great blessing from the Al-
mighty God.

St Joseph’s Church, Pan-
na celebrated its Feast on o
23/02/2020 with great devotion. The Festal Celebration started on
21/02/2020. Rev. Fr Antony Pullan, Parish Priest, hoisted the flag and
offered the Holy Qurbana followed by the Novena for three days. There
was occasion for confession for all the parishioners on 22/02/2020 for
which Rev. Frs Cyriac Puliyampallil and Joseph Parayil were available.
Rev. Fr Joseph Parayil offered the Holy Qurbana and Fr Cyriac spiritually
enriched the faithful with his homily. On Sunday, 23/02/2020, Mar Jo-
seph Kodakallil, Bishop of Satna Eparchy, was the Main Celebrant who
offered the Holy Qurbana, along with Rev. Fr John Thoppil, the Proto-
syncellus, Rev. Frs Antony Pullan, Francis Mattathil, Jacob Adambakal-
lel and Thomas Kanjirathummoottil. Many Fathers and Sisters from the
neighbouring parishes blessed us with their esteemed presence on
the occasion of the Feast. The Church and its premises were beautifully
decorated and illuminated.

There were a few cultural programmes put up by the Catechism
students which were very interesting. Everyone enjoyed the colour-
ful programme. Mar Joseph Kodakallil, Bishop of Satna Eparchy, and Fr
John Thoppil, the Protosyncellus gave away the certificates and awards
to the winners of the Catechism students for the academic year. For
the first time the Catechism teachers were also awarded. It was an ap-
preciation for them for their dedicated service. Our Bishopji delivered
a short message with his words of blessing. At the end a grand festal
delicious meal was served for the Guests and Parishioners.
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St. Joseph’s Church celebrated its Good Shepherd’s birthday on
28/02/2020 with enthusiasm. Rev. Fr Antony Pullan offered the Holy
Qurbana for the Parishioners and celebrated the birthday with the
faithful by cutting the cake.

LISIEUX ANAND ENGLISH MEDIUM SCHOOL

GLORIA 2019

The annual day of the nursery,
LKG and UKG students was held *g
on 22 December 2019 which was
named “GLORIA! The chief guest
of the programme was Rev. Fr Au-
gustine Chittuparambil, the newly
appointed Education Secretary of
the eparchy. The little stars rocked :
the stage with a variety of Christmas programme. In fact, the gathering
appreciated the talents and performance of the little ones.

SEMINAR AND CAREER GUIDANCE ORIENTATION PROGRAMME

The School Management organized a career guidance orientation
class for class X and XII students on 08/02/2020. The programme was
presided over by Mr Balaguru |IAS, CEO of Panna. He guided the stu-
dents how to handle the exam anxieties and to prepare for Civil Service
Exams. The resource person had given us chance for enlightening in-
teraction with him. The Upper Collector gave new insights and clarified
their doubts with apt examples and incidents from his own life. It was
really a wonderful opportunity for us to come in contact with an enthu-
siastic and exemplary person.
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PRAYER AND BLESSING - N

A day was set apart for
prayer and blessing for the
Class X and Xl students.
The Holy Qurbana was of-
fered for the students in St
Joseph’s Church, Panna by
Rev. Fr Antony Pullan. The
intention of the Holy Qur- "
bana was to invoke God's -* &
blessings for the success \;'/'
in the upcoming board ex-
aminations of the children. Every one participated in the Holy Qurbana
very attentively. The entire staff too took part in Pooja Balidan whole-
heartedly. Fr Antony Pullan explained the meaning of the Holy Qur-
bana and interceded to God to grant their wishes and prayers during
the Holy Eucharistic celebration. It was really a new experience for the
children. Each student was given blessings individually by Fr Manager,
Sr Principal and Teachers at the end of the Holy Qurbana. All Teachers
stood in row in the church to give them blessings which were really
a touching experience for the studentrs. All were distributed laddu as
‘prasad'’ at the end of Puja Balidhan.

FAREWELL TO CLASS X1l STUDENTS

The School Manage-
ment along with the stu-
dents of Class Xl arranged a
farewell programme which
was christened as “Chee-
rio- Bash” It took place on
15/02/2020. There were a §
lot of cultural programme §
besides interesting games
to entertain the outgoing §
students. Fr Manager and
Sr Principal spoke on this
occasion. At the end of the programme, the outgoing students were
served delicious food. Some of Class Xll students shared their experi-
ences, danced and joined joyfully with everyone.

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION

The School Management distributed prizes, awards and certificates
to the winners for the scholastic year of 2019-20. Awards of excellence
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are also given away to the students
who performed well in studies.

MANAGER’S BIRTHDAY CEL-
EBRATION

Lisieux Anand family celebrat-
ed Father Manager’s birthday with
immense joy. There was a color-
ful programme organized at the
school level. Father cut the cake
which enhanced the beauty of the
day.

LISIEUX ANAND HINDI MEDI-
UM SCHOOL

Lisieux Anandans returned to school feeling fresher and lively in the
winter. As we all know education and competition are the two univer-
sal ingredients of all human cultures. Lisieux Anandans are very much
enthusiastic and bagged a number of prizes in inter house and inter-
school, cultural, literary, sports and games. Rev. Fr Antony, the man-
ager and Rev. Sr Celine SABS, the principal gave away the prizes in the
month of January. The Principal congratulated their efforts and advised
them to accept victory with dignity and defeat with humility.

This year it was the term of Hindi Medium School to host the Christ-
mas programme. On 23 December we celebrated Christmas in the
school in which Dr. Gunjan Malviya was the guest of honor. Fr Manager
gave the Christmas message stressing that Jesus Christ is the light of
the world and He came to the world for the entire world so that He is
the God everyone.

On 31 January the Principal’s Day was celebrated in a wonderful
way because it was the Feast Day and Birthday of Sr Celine. This time
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Lisieux Anandans witnessed a fabulous February because on 15 Febru-
ary for the first time there was Holy Eucharist offered for the students of
Class X and XIl who appear for Board Examinations. It was indeed a day
of showers of blessings from God and teachers. It was a heart touching
event for the staff and students. The day was filled with spiritual power
packed with enormous blessings that flowed into tears of peace and
joy. Everybody in one voice thanked our Manager Rev. Fr Antony for
arranging the day to enable the students to score good victory and to
face the examinations without fear and anxiety.

The evening of 22 February was an ever-memorable time for the
outgoing students because our students of class Xl prepared a touch-
ing farewell program to honor their seniors. The theme of the day was
“Fly High!"The chief guest of the day was Rev. Fr Cyriac Pulliyampallil. He
delivered a beautiful message to the outgoing students. In his speech
he highlighted continuous hard work as the prime duty of a student to
come out in flying colors. A variety of cultural programs were held in
which everybody appreciated the slide show “Fly High”. Fr Antony, the
Manager extended his paternal blessing to students and encouraged
them to use their talents for a good future. Speaking on the occasion
the Principal, Rev. Sr Celine exhorted them to “fly high” as an eagle and
dream daily about their fine future. Amazing games followed by grant
refreshment as the curtain lowered gently.

Manager’s day was celebrated with variety of programmes. It was a
colorful day for the school.

The Lisieux Anand Hr. Sec. School family raises our hearts to thank
and praise our God and we wish all the best for all the students for the
fast approaching exam.
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EPARCHY OF SATNA
extends Congratulations & Prayerful Greetings to

MONSIGNOR

FR PETER KOCHUPURACKAL

the Auxiliary Bishop of the diocese of
Palakkad.
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GLIMPSE FROM SATNA

e SrBeenaSH o

The 70th Anniversary of the adoption of our Constitution was cele-
brated as the Constitution Day on November 26, 2019. A special morn-
ing assembly was conducted on the significance of the Constitution
Day. The guiding values mentioned in the Preamble were explained.
The pledge of the Preamble to the Constitution was read out and all
the students and teachers reaffirmed their commitment to the Indian
Constitution by taking the pledge.

The Annual Sports Meet was &
organized on 07 December 2019
and Rev. Fr Cyriac Puliyampallil,
the Chancellor of the Eparchy was
the chief guest of the ceremony.
In his message he motivated the
students to develop sportsman-
spirit and camaraderie. The day
was filled with exciting victories
and near misses for all the Houses.
After the events for the students, the staff members also part|C|pated
enthusiastically in the events scheduled for them.

We celebrated Christmas on 21
December 2019 with great fervour
and devotion. The entire school
vibrated with the echoes of Christ-
mas carols. Rev. Fr Mathew Thara-
kunnel was the chief guest of the
day. The students of primary class-
es enthralled the audience with
their spectacular performances
and made the day memorable.The §
significance of the festival was ex-
plained through the Christmas Dance Drama.

The Republic Day was celebrated in all its solemnity and grandeur
on 26 January 2020. Rev. Fr Davis Joseph, the Manager of our school
addressed the students in a thought provoking speech and reminded
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everyone to be a true citizen of
our Country. Students performed
colourful cultural items based
on patriotic themes. This was fol-
lowed by the Prize Distribution
Ceremony which has always been
an inherent part of the Republic
day Celebrations. Rev. Fr Davis Jo-
seph gave away the prizes to the
students of class Xll and class X for their excellent performance in vari-
ous subjects. ras —

Annual prize  distribution §
was conducted on 30 January |
2020. Prizes were distributed to
the meritorious students by the
school Manager and the Principal.

Filled with curiosity and zeal,
teachers and students of class Xl
gathered on 08 February 2020 to bid farewell to the outgoing class Xl
Batch. The day was a fiesta devoted to the years spent together with
friends and teachers as well as » =
to reminiscent joyous moments.
Neha Acchara and Shashwat
Mishra were awarded as Miss CJS m
and Master CJS respectively of
2019-20. Rev. Fr Davis Joseph, our *
Manager gave an inspiring and ;§i§
enriching message on the occa- 4°
sion.

GLIMPSE FROM SINGRAULI

e FrJoseph Varickamackal e

BLESSING DAY

“May the good Lord bless and keep you whether near or far away ..."
Blessing Day of class XIl was celebrated on 03 February 2020. The out-
going students and their parents were welcomed with Tilak followed
by prayer dance, welcome song along with various other colourful
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program. A melodious farewell
song was also sung by the teach-
ers. The students of class XIl were
given memento and badges as a
token of love by Rev. Fr Joseph *
and Rev. Sr Sajana. Class XII stu-
dents shared their experiences at
Christ Jyoti and indeed it was an
emotional moment. Heart touch-
ing message was delivered by
the Manager to the students of class XIl. Parents and teachers blessed
the students for their bright and successful future.

CHURCH FEAST

We celebrated the church
feast on 09 February 2020. His
Excellency Bishop Joseph Koda-
kallil was the main celebrant. On
the same day we inaugurated the | '
Golden Jubilee of our Parish and
celebrated Silver Jubilee of Sr Sa-
jana.

GOLDEN JUBILEE INAUGURATION

The Golden Jubilee of Christ Jyoti School Singrauli was solemnly in-
augurated on 10 February 2020. The school was started in 1971. Christ
Jyoti School has grown and now stands tall and proud. The chief guest
of the day was His Excellency Mar Joseph Kodakallil, the President of
Satna Diocesan Society. Rev. Fr Joseph, the Manager of the school wel-

P
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comed the Bishop with a bouquet. The Bishop inaugurated the Golden
Jubilee by lighting the Jubilee candle. In his address, the Bishop ex-
tended jubilee greetings to the management, staff and students of
Christ Jyoti School and underlined the importance of qualities of hon-
esty, truthfulness and commitment in the life of the staff and students.

The students of the school were enriched with the importance
of the day by bringing to their attention that a journey of thousand
miles begins with a single step. CJS had a simple but great past. It has
crossed several tidings to reach to the present status. At this juncture,
the school gratefully remembered the former Managers who rendered
their valuable services, namely Rev. Frs John Kavunkal VC, Varghese
Chakkumkuzhy VC, Varghese Vandanakara VC, Zacharias Paranilam VC,
John Punnolil VC, Varghese Naickomparambil VC, Jose Parayaruthot-
tam VC, Joseph Muthuplakal, George Mangalapilly, Thomas Thelakkat,
Mathew Thottakkara, and Augustine Chittuparambil. The Principals
who nurtured this plant from the stage of a tiny seedling were Rev. Srs
Beena, Annies, Rosie, Symbrose, Jaisy, Prabha, Rasanto and Pavana. At
present we have 1898 students, 60 teaching staff and 11 non teaching
staff. Students from nursery to class Xll are the beauty of the school.

GLIMPSE FROM TIKAMGARH

o FrErosiyan Ekka o

ROAD SAFETY PROGRAM

Road safety awareness program was held on 08 January 2020 by
the police department of Tikamgarh. It was conducted in the Hindi
Medium Pushpa School for the students from classes VIII to X. In this
modern era people are using different types of high speed vehicles for
daily transportation and hence ensuring the observance of rules and
regulations of the road safety is important and applicable to both the
one who drives and the one who walks on the road. The police depart-
ment of Tikamgarh took keen interest to make the students aware that
life of the people is very precious.

The drivers should always make sure that they drive safely respect-
ing the others and the life of others. The Police department elucidated
that while driving the use of helmets and seat belts highly reduces the
number of casualties in case of accidents. For a practical around 20 stu-
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dents were taken to the Hospital Junction to observe those who vio-
late the traffic rules and stop them and thereafter make them aware
that traffic rules and use of helmets are very important. The students of
the Pushpa School were happy and did their level best to instruct the
people to follow the rules and regulations while driving.

SPORTS DAY

Itis one of the largest co-curricular activities that offers an extensive
opportunity to all the students to enhance the social interaction and to
test their physical capacity. Physical education is an important and an
integral part of the total education system.

It helps the students to attain the ultimate goal of education which
is an achievement of the holistic development.

Together with the intellectual knowledge sports and games occu-
py a vital role in the life of a student. It is obvious that a student does
hard work to be successful in the examinations. But he also should play

” 3 Z 7 XH T
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games and sports to enjoy good health and vigor of life. Taking these
principles into consideration, the annual sports day for the primary,
middle and high school sections was held on 31 January 2020.

Mr Abhijeet Singh, the Deputy Collector of Tikamgarh was invited
to be the chief guest of the day. He was escorted to the stage with the
school band, thereafter a march past and cultural events. In his mes-
sage he emphasized that education is not only intellectual learning but
also engagement in extra-cur-
ricular activities like sports and
games. According to him, edu-
cation is incomplete without
sports and games. A number
of competitions were held and
the students actively encour-
aged the participants with a
good team spirit. i
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ONE DAY SEMINAR FOR STUDENTS

Observing the current situation of the world, on 20 January 2020,
one day seminar was arranged for the students on the topics of child ha-
rassment, sexuality and child abuse. The program began with the light-
ing of the lamp. Rev. Sr Albin, the Principal of Hindi medium welcomed
the resource person. Rev. Fr Cherian gave a brief introduction about the
resource person, Rev. Fr Johnson from Jhansi diocese. With his rich wis-
dom and knowledge about child harassment, Fr Johnson could explain
clearly and make the students aware of what is happening at present
with children. Giving a lot of real examples of child abuse he threw
deep insights about child harassment. The students were very much in-
terested to listen to him because many of the students were not aware
of such relevant topics. The students appreciated the seminar and pro-

d t -
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duct such pro- e
gramme often
in the school.

FAREWELL
GATHERING

A touching
farewell  was
arranged in
Pushpa School
ground in the
cool morning
of 13 Febru-
ary 2020 with
the warmth of
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outpouring of God’s abundant
blessings upon our outgoing £
students.

The event began with a
prayer in the Little Flower
Church led by the Principal in-
terceding God’s grace for their
future life and for the success
in further studies. Thereafter all
the outgoing students lit their candle in front of Mother Mary with their
personal intentions. On this gracious occasion the students of class IX
conducted beautiful cultural programme including singing, dancing,
comedy shows in order to honour and to entertain the outgoing stu-
dents. Some of the outgoing students spoke about their joyful memo-
ries in the school and they were so touching and heartwarming.

Rev. Fr Cherian invoking God's special blessings gave a profound
message to the outgoing students encouraging them to work hard and
pursue their studies for a bright future. There was a delicious lunch and
memorable gifts arranged by the students of class IX.

GLIMPSE FROM WAIDHAN

e SrlLisa SABS e

CELEBRATIONS AND FUNCTIONS

Techno Zone
(Arts & Science !
Exhibition) was
conducted in St.
Joseph’s Hr. Sec.
School on 14 De-
cember. It was
inaugurated by
Mr Rishi Pawan,
SDM of Waidhan
and blessed by
Rev. Fr Dennis.
It was an expe-
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rience of amazement for students and they learnt many lessons like
team work, co-operation, mutual adjustment and inculcated curiosity
to learn new things.

Christmas day was celebrated very solemnly in the school as a fam-
ily event. We distributed Christmas Prasad ‘cake’ to all the parents and
students on the contact day and on 21st we had Christmas lunch with
all the teaching and non-teaching staff.

23rd January was the appreciation day. All those who scored above
90% in the academic year 2018-19 were honoured along with their par-

ents. It was really an encourage- 2 - EEEEetel
ment for the parents as well as the ey : LB
students. il 5 T
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Republic day was solemnly
celebrated with patriotic zeal and
enthusiasm. Rev. Fr Dennis was | &
the Chief Guest of the day who un- = s
furled the flag and gave an inspi- |
rational patriotic message to the
students and to all who gathered on the occasion.

VISITATION

On 10 December 2019. Bishop Mar Joseph Kodakallil made a short
visit to us.

IN MADA ADVENTURE PARK

A different day with the helping staff was arranged on 05 March. It
was a wonderful day with our helping staff with lots of amusements,
fun, game, sharing and so on.

ADIEU —

The St. Joseph family gave a F” [I
blessed goodbye to class XII stu-
dents. There was a family gather- §
ing with some cultural programs;
staff and students of High school
and Hr. Sec. Students participat-
ed in it. It was concluded with a W® '
prayer session and blessing ceremony. It was a memorable event for all.

BIBLE CONVENTION

Almost all the parishioners along with Rev. Fr Dennis and Sisters at-
tended the retreat in Odgady on 01 March 2020.
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CONGRATULATIONS.....

Rev. Sr Terecine
who is elected as the
Superior General of
the Congregation of
Sisters of Nazareth

Counsellors:
Rev. Sr Grace Maria CSN, Rev. Sr Gladys CSN
Rev. Sr Pushpa CSN, Rev. Sr Divya CSN, Rev. Sr Alphin CSN
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CONGRATULATIONS.....

Rev. Sr Lata CSN

who is elected as the
Provincial of the

Christ Jyoti Province of
Congregation of Sisters of
Nazareth.

Provincial Team
Sr Saly Jose CSN, Sr Tracy CSN, Sr Geetha CSN,
Sr Reji CSN, Sr Moncy CSN
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DIOCESE OF SATNA

Mar Joseph Kodakallil
Bishop of Satna

N

s

Prot. No. 81/2020

NOTICE

Bishop's House
P. B. No. 22
Satna - 485 001
M.P,, India

02 May 2020

This is to notify that Father Cherian (Roshy) Kadakkarappally, a Priest ascribed
to the Eparchy of Satna is deposed from clerical state as per provisions of CCEO
1453:2 with immediate effect. Hence he is forbidden to exercise priestly ministry

in any Diocese or place.

+M quaa/
Fi-€yriac Pliyampallil

Mar Joseph Kodakallil
Bishop of Satna

Chancellor

Tel. : +91 (0)7672 - 224167 (0), 225506 (P), Mob: 94258 99657 (P), 76920 06163 (Secretary)

Email : satnadiocese@gmail.com, josephkodakallil@gmail.com
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Bishop’s House
P.B. No. 22, Rewa Road, Satna - 485 001, Madhyapradesh
Ph: 07672 - 224167, Fax: 07672 - 400454
Web: www.satnadiocese.org, E-mail: satnadiocese@gmail.com
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